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BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 

Defective images within this document are accurate representations of 
the original documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images may include (but are not limited to): 

• BLACK BORDERS 

• TEXT CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 

• FADED TEXT 

• ILLEGIBLE TEXT 

• SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

• COLORED PHOTOS 

. BLACK OR VERY BLACK AND WHITE DARK PHOTOS 

• GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 



As rescanning documents will not correct images, 
please do not report the images to the 
Image Problem Mailbox. 



ATTORNEYS AT LAW 



VfcNABUE, BAETJER, HOWARD & GVTLET 

Including professional corporations 

1201 New York Avemje, N.W., Suite 1000 
Washington, D.C 200p5-39i£ fJ 
(202) 962-4800, Fax fc '(202) 96J%300 
www.venable.com 



Ofhces in 

Washington, D.C. 

Maryland 

Virginia 



#3 



February 28, 2000 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Attention: Box PCT - DESIGNATED/ELECTED OFFICE (DO/EO/US) 



FORM PTO- 1390 U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
(REV 5-93) 

TRANSMITTAL LETTER TO THE UNITED STATES 
DESIGNATED/ELECTED OFFICE (DO/EO/US) 
CONCERNING A FILING UNDER 35 U.S.C. 371 


ATTORNEY'S DOCKET NUMBER 

32221-143591 


U.S. APPLICATION NO. (If known, see 37 CFR 1.5) 

09/202,759 


INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION NO. INTERNATIONAL FILING DATE 
PCT/EP97/02167 April 2 6, 1997 


PRIORITY DATES CLAIMED 
June 22, 1996 


TITLE-0F4NVJSNTION 

- see attached pages - 


APPLICANT(S) FOR DO/EOAJS 

- see attached pages - 


Applicant herewith submits to the United States Designated/Elected Office (DO/EO/US) the following items and other information: 

1 . C] This is a FIRST submission of items concerning a filing under 35 U.S.C. 371 . 

2. IS This is a SECOND or SUBSEQUENT submission of items concerning a filing under 35 U.S.C. 371. 

3. CD This express request to begin national examination procedures (35 U.S.C. 37 1 (f)) at any time rather than delay 

examination until the expiration of the applicable time limit set in 35 U.S.C. 371(b) and PCT Articles 22 and 39(1). 



03/01/2000 PVOLPE 00000026 0X02759 

02 FCslSS 130.00 OP 

03 FCill7 070.00 OP 



See attached pages for additional data 



DC1DOCS1/185494 



February 28, 2000 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents * 

Washington, D.C. 20231 Attorney Docket: 32221-143591 NNK 

(formerly SIMNS 4355.0) 



Attention: PCT-DO/EO/US 



Re: Patent Application of: Karl-Giinther HANSEL, et al. 

International Application No. PCT/EP97/02167 filed April 26, 1997 
Priority Claimed: German Appln. No. 196 24 977.5 filed June 22, 1996 
U.S. Appln. No.: 09/202,759 

For: METHOD OF PROCESSING POSTAL MATTERS 

Sir: 

In response to the Notice of Missing Requirements issued October 28, 1999, submitted 
herewith are the following: 

- Inventor declaration 

- Preliminary Amendment to eliminate multiple claim dependency. 

- Assignment and certified coversheet. 

- English translation of application and annexes. [For examination purposes in the United 
States, please use the translation of the Annexes (AMENDED PAGES at bottom of each 
sheet) in lieu of the original pages.] 

- International Preliminary Examination Report in English 

- International Preliminary Examination Report, Final Opinion with Annexes 

- Information Disclosure Statement 

- Request for 3 -Month Extension of Time 

- Notice of Missing Requirements. 



Official fees : 

Surcharge for late submission of declaration $ 130.00 
Filing application with non-English language text 

and paying the official surcharge. 1 30.00 

Assignment recording fee 40.00 

Fee for 3-Month Extension of Time 870.00 



Total fees enclosed: $1,170.00 



Should no remittance be attached, or should any greater or lesser fee be required, please 
charge or credit our Account No. 22-0261 and advise us accordingly. 



Respectfully submitted; 




NNK/rct 

DC2 DOCS 1/1 85481 



NonharfN. Kunitz 
Registration No. 20,586 
VENABLE 
P.O. Box 34385 
Washington, D.C. 20043-9998 
Telephone: (202) 962-4800 
Telefax: (202)962-8300 



e OQ1Q PCT HELP DESK 

„ 2/ 2H/00 09:34 ©703 305 2919 




UNTIED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMEKCfc 
Patent and Trademark See 
Address: ASSISTANT COMM.- ^NER FOR PATENTS 
Box PCT 

W&ihington, D.C. 20231 




-u!S. APPLICATION NO 

09/202759 

VENABLE BAETJER HOWARD a CIVILETTI 
1 1 00 NEW YORK AVENUE NW 
SUITE 300 EAST 
WASHINGTON, DC 20005 3955 



PCT/EP97/02167 



| I .A. PILING DATE | PRIORITY DATE ] 



26 AP_R 97 

□ATE MA1L£D: 



JfocT «&T 



IUN96 



MOTTTIC ATION OF MISSING REQtJIREMCENTS UNDER 35 U.S.C. 371 IN THE UNITED 

STATED UbMbiNAA^'^ TR to the United States Patent and Trademark Office as 

The following items have been submitted by the applicant or the IB to the United ataies raic 

□ a Designated Office (37 CFR 1.494). 
El an Elected Office (37 CFR 1.495): 

® U.S. Basic National Fee. 
' IS Copy of the International application in: 
B a non-English language. 

□ English. 

□ Translation of die international application into English. 

□ Oath or Declaration of inventors(s) for DO/EO/US. 

□ Copy of Article 19 amendments. 

□ Translation of Article 19 amendments into English. t ... 

m The International Preliminary Exarnination Report in English and it* Annexes, if any 

□ Translation of Annexes to the Intemadonal Preliminary Examination Report in to English . 
D Preuminary amendment(s) tiled m and 

□ Information Disclosure Statements ) filed 

□ Assignment document. 

□ Power of Attorney and/or Change of Address. 

□ Substitute specification filed _ 



and 



□ Verified Statement Claiming Small Entity Stains. 
1 ^ ftTKLn- Search Report S3 and copies of the reference, cited therein. 
2 £ lowing items MUST be furnished within the period set forth below in order to complete the requirements for 
HSTtSSL^ SiicaUon im. English. Note a processing fee will be reared if submitted Uter than the 

- «— ° n «- ^ Nodce of Defec,We 

S b. Processing providing me translation of me application and/or the Annexes later than me appropriate 20 or 
EirSS ZZ^T^Tc^^"*™ W andCo). identify the application* 
* "^^^.ZZ^i^^ CPR 1.4^) and W for ft, reasons ind^d . 

si d. - - - — * 20 ° r 30 — frora " priori,y 

(37 CFR 1 .492(e)). ^ n ^ inc]uding ^ required multiple dependent 

l^^££Sr£ L* — ft. addilonai claim fees or cancel the additional d«- ftr «- - 

due. See attached PTO-875. 

all of the ,» ..c^gag- i^jSSKSKKSSK EES" 

ABANDONMENT. 

, h« filing a oetition and fee far extension of time under the provisions of 37 
The time period set above may be extended by filing a petmon ana rec 

CFR 1.136(a). 

494(d)) or 30 (37 CFR 1 .495(d)) months from the priority date. 

. t . f _ (ha united States Patent and Trademark Office must be mailed to the 
Applies I, reminded ^^^^XS^^^^ < 37 CFR 15) 
uddress given in the heading and inciuae uic u.o. vy . . - . 

A copy of this notice MUST be returned with this response. 

□ C PCT?D0/E0/917 □ Notice of Defective Translation 

□ PTO-875 ,,QQ-n Telephone: 703-305-3654 

PORM PCT/DO/EO/905 (December 1997) 



Frederick Smith 



n9/9«/nn MON 09:31 fTX/RX NO 8841 



1T0/PCT ReCd 2 8 FEB 21 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



41 <j 



In re PATENT APPLICATION of 



Applicant(s) 

Int'l Application No. 

Filed 

U.S. Application No. 

Filed 

For 

Attorney Docket 



Karl-Gunther HANSEL, et al. 

PCT/EP97/02167 

April 26, 1997 

09/202,759 

December 22, 1998 

METHOD OF PROCESSING POSTAL 
MATTERS 

32221-143591 NNK 
(formerly SIMNS 4355.0) 



REQUEST FOR 
EXTENSION 
OF TIME 



February 28, 2000 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Attention: PCT-DO/EO/US 

Sir: 

It is respectfully requested that the period for replying to the Notification of Missing 
Requirements dated October 28, 1999, be extended for three (3) months under the provisions of 
37C.F.R. §1.136. 

The applicable extension fee of $870.00 pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.1 7(a) for a large 
entity is submitted herewith. 



Should any additional fees be needed, please charge our Deposit Account Number 
22-0261 and advise us accordingly. 



Respectfully submitted, 



N6rm£n N. KunW ' 
Registration No.: 20,586 
VENABLE 
P.O. Box 34385 
Washington, D.C. 20043-9998 
Telephone: (202) 962-4800 




NNK/rct 



Facsimile : (202) 962-8300 



Attorney Docket: 32221-143591 



CERTIFICATE 



I, Isolde U. Wasley, hereby declare that I am familiar with the English and 
German languages and am a professional translator from German into English and am 
employed as a translator in the offices of VENABLE, Baetjer, Howard & Civiletti, LLP, 
1201 New York Avenue, N.W., Suite 1000, Washington, DC 20005-3917; 

That I have prepared a translation of PCT Application PCT/EP97/02167, entitled 
"VERFAHREN ZUR VERARBEITUNG VON POSTSACHEN" [Method of Processing 
Postal Goods], said application, the amended pages and translation thereof being attached 
hereto and made a part of this declaration. 

To the best of my knowledge and belief, the above translation is accurate and 
fairly reflects the contents and meaning of the original document. 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States of America 
that the foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed on February 28, 2000. 




